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Abstract. The article discusses the “Thematic dictionary of Arkhangelsk dialects”, which is a single-dialect,
non-differential explanatory dictionary, and the digital platform that supports the printed materials of this
dictionary. The Northern Russian dialects maintain archaic linguistic features, making them attractive for
linguistic research. The “Thematic dictionary of Arkhangelsk dialects” contains unique linguistic material
collected during dialectological expeditions in the Arkhangelsk Oblast. The distribution of material accord-
ing to topics contributes, on the one hand, to more in-depth and detailed representation of lexemes and
expressions, and, on the other hand, to systematic organization of individual aspects of the worldview of
the speakers of the Northern Russian dialects. Within the grant project “Thematic dictionary of Arkhangelsk
dialects with electronic support”, conducted by the Northern (Arctic) Federal University named after M.V.
Lomonosov, the first three volumes of the dictionary have been published and an independent corpus of
dialects has been developed and hosted on the university’s servers. The digital platform consists of desktop
and mobile applications for the collection of dialect words, as well as a database and electronic dictionary
accessible via a web interface, supplemented by an interactive lexical atlas. The developed lexical atlas pro-
vides a visual representation of geographical distribution of dialect words. The dialect material presented in
the dictionary and on the platform will be useful both for specialists and for individuals interested in the
culture and lifestyle of the Russian North.
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Introduction

In recent decades, philologists have repeatedly noted the special, unique position of the
Northern Russian dialects in the dialect system of the Russian language. Being the “periphery” of
the literary language, dialects preserve archaic linguistic features to a greater extent and resist in-
novations in it longer. Following this logic, the Northern Russian dialects can be considered a “pe-
riphery of the periphery”, as they, due to the territory of their existence, are too remote not only
from the innovations of the literary language, but also from the interaction with other dialects;
such remoteness contributes to the greater preservation of archaic linguistic features in them [1,
p. 53]. In addition to data important for the history of the Russian language, the dialects of the
Russian North also reflect the realities of everyday life and culture of its speakers, their perception
of the world and human, their mythological and religious ideas. The linguistic picture of the speak-
ers of these dialects has been formed for centuries by the remoteness of the northern territories,
their special nature and the crafts developed there.

“Revealing” the picture of the world embedded in dialects is facilitated by recording the
speech of their speakers and its further studying. Arkhangelsk dialects, in particular, need such re-
search. Unique linguistic material collected during dialectological expeditions in the Arkhangelsk
Oblast and currently stored in the card index of the Department of Russian Language and Speech
Culture of NArFU allows us to compile a thematic dictionary of Arkhangelsk dialects. Distribution
of material by topic contributes, on the one hand, to a deeper and more detailed presentation of
lexemes and expressions united by a common theme, and, on the other hand, to reflection and
systematization of separate large layers of the world picture of the speakers of Arkhangelsk dia-
lects. Each issue of the dictionary is an attempt to carefully “collect” one of these large layers,
which in the future should form the most complete (within the compilers’ capabilities) idea of the
world picture of Arkhangelsk dialects. The dialect material presented in the dictionary can be use-
ful for philologists, ethnographers, historians, local historians, museum workers, lecturers, teach-
ers, as well as a wide range of people interested in the culture and life of the Russian North.

In the grant project “Thematic dictionary of Arkhangelsk dialects with electronic support”,
in addition to creating the first issues of the dictionary (three issues have been published so far),
an independent corpus dedicated to Arkhangelsk dialects was created, which is hosted on the uni-
versity server; the dialect corpus website is available at https://arkhdialect.narfu.ru/index.html.
The creation of the dictionary and dialect corpus dedicated to Arkhangelsk dialects was discussed

in the article “Electronic Dictionary of Arkhangelsk Dialects” [2].

Thematic dictionary
“Thematic dictionary of Arkhangelsk dialects” includes dialect vocabulary arranged by the-
matic groups. The dictionary is planned to be published in several editions. The first edition of the
dictionary “Clothes, shoes, headwear, accessories, fabrics” was published in 2023 (Fig. 1) [3], the

second edition “Residential and household buildings and their parts” (Fig. 2) and the third edition

Arctic and North. 2025. No. 58



REVIEWS AND REPORTS

Larisa V. Nenasheva, Elizaveta S. Likhacheva, Ekaterina A. Latukhina, Lyudmila S. Shurykina ... AL

“Traditional northern dishes and drinks and methods of their cooking” (Fig. 3) were published in
2024 [4; 5].

TeMaTHYECKHUM CJIOBAph
apxaHreJbCKUX FTOBOPOB

Opexpa, o6ysb, ronoBHble

y6opbl, yKpalweHun, TKavn

Fig. 1. First edition.

TeMaTU4YeCKUM CJIOBaph
apXxaHreJIbCKUX FTOBOPOB

Xunbie u x03ANCTBEHHbIe
NOCTPOMKM U UX YacTn

Fig. 2. Second edition.

TeMaTH4YEeCKUM CJIOBAph
apXaHreJIbCKHUX FTOBOPOB

TpaavuuoHHble cesepHbie 6noaa
¥ HanuTKW 1 cnocobbl NX NPUrOTOBNEHUA

BN

o)

Fig. 3. Third edition '

! The cover design was made by the artist S.D. Ivanova.
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“Thematic dictionary of Arkhangelsk dialects” refers to single-dialect explanatory dictionar-
ies of a non-differential type [6]. In addition to the dialect words, the dictionary records some
commonly used words related to these thematic groups, such as: jacket, shirt, alley, barn, crust,
pie, sweet, cheese. Such words are included in the dictionary because they are still actively used in
the speech of rural residents. However, the illustrative material shows that their use in dialects is
often specific. Thus, the adjective c1adkuli [sweet] (as well as its derivative cn1adeHbkuli [sweetie]),
in addition to its basic meaning in the literary language, acquires the meaning “delicious” in Ar-
khangelsk dialects: Bcérabl MHOro pbibbl-To 66110, 3kM cnaaku 6eiaun. [There have always been a
lot of fish, they were so sweet.]// Cyn chageHbkon, Kalua cnaaeHbKan. [Sweet soup, sweet por-
ridge.] (Kargopolskiy district); at the same time, to express the main meaning, an adjective with a
full-vowel root cosnodkuli [sweet] can be used: Conoakuint 66abHO Yait aénaewsb. [You make tea
too sweet.]// Conbdaka KapTOLlKa B ime 33 3MMy CcTana, X0N04HO, BUAATb, B IMe, ME&/iKa, Herny-
60Ka fima-To. [Potatoes in a root cellar have become sweet during the winter, it seems cold in a
root cellar, it is shallow, it is not deep.] (Krasnoborskiy district)

The commonly used word ceip [cheese] is used in Arkhangelsk dialects in three meanings,
none of which corresponds to the main meaning of this word in the literary language: CbiP
[cheese], m. — 1. Cottage cheese. Hano cbip AasuTsb [It’s time to press cheese] (Verkhnetoyemskiy
district); PaHbwe TBOpOr cbipom 3Banu aa. [Previously, cottage cheese was called cheese, yes.] //
COYHM NeKAWM, Ha UX KNAAW CBIp MAN Y48-Hmnbyab Mwwod, v WaHbrM noayvanuck [They baked sochni
[cottage cheese patty], they put cheese or something else on them, and they got shangi [type of
pastries]] (Lenskiy district). 2. Food — cottage cheese, stewed in the oven and seasoned with sour
cream, sugar or salt. Cblpa-To ¢ MONOKOM xondaHbIM xopolwod noénu [We ate cheese and cold
milk] (Vilegodskiy district); HaknaayT cmeTaHbl, NPOMECAT, CKNaAyT B UALLY, N0AOKaT B Néub. Kak
CBIp UCneKéLLe, BEIMMYT v BBINPYXKAT U3 yalum Ha Tapénky [They will add sour cream, knead it, put
it in a bowl, and put it in the oven. As the cheese is baked, they take it out of the bowl and put it
on a plate] (Leshukonskiy district). 3. Curd Easter. Cndaxkuit-To cbip aénanm Ha Macxy Bcé [Sweet
cheese was made for Easter by everyone] (Verkhnetoyemskiy district); K Macxe cbip KasxkHol rog,
Aénanu [Cheese was made for Easter every year] (Kholmogorskiy district).

The words in the dictionary are divided into thematic groups, and within each issue — into
thematic subgroups. In the subgroups, the words are given in alphabetical order. In the first issue,
the vocabulary naming clothes, shoes, headwear is divided by gender: vocabulary that names
women’s clothing (shoes, headwear); vocabulary that names men’s clothing (shoes, headwear); a
separate subgroup contains vocabulary that names clothes (shoes, headwear) worn by both men
and women. This issue includes the groups “Bedclothes”, “Tablecloths, towels, napkins”.

The second issue contains a separate subgroup of words naming parts of a residential area;
words naming outbuildings are divided into two subgroups, taking into account their location in
relation to the house: words denoting outbuildings and places for livestock that are located under

the same roof as the residential part of the house, for example, a shed, a stall, and outbuildings
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that are separate from the residential building, for example, a barn, a drying house [6]. A separate
subgroup is made up of words naming a stove and its parts. The appendix to the second issue con-
tains photographs of parts of a northern house, as well as schemes of a Russian stove and a north-
ern peasant house in section, with parts of the stove and house indicated on the scheme.

The third issue of the “Thematic dictionary of Arkhangelsk dialects” consists of dialect vo-
cabulary related to the group “Traditional Northern dishes and drinks”. Taking into account the
fact that many names of dishes made from mushrooms and berries are derivatives of their names,
the compilers of the dictionary considered it necessary to supplement the lexical-semantic group
with thematic subgroups “Names of mushrooms” and “Names of berries”. In addition, the studied
dialectological material allows us to single out a separate thematic group, which consists of vo-
cabulary denoting food for livestock.

A dictionary entry consists of:

e heading word; it is given at the beginning of the dictionary entry;

e grammatical notes: the gender of nouns is indicated: m. — masculine, ». — feminine,
cp. — neuter; if the word is used in the plural, the note mH. is given; adjectives have
gender endings; verbs have the form: cos. — perfective form, Hecos. — imperfective
form; adverbs — Hap.;

e interpretation of the meaning of the word or meanings, if the word is polysemantic;
word meanings are indicated by Arabic numerals;

e examples of the use of the word;

e geographical information: only areas are indicated without specifying settlements [6].

The interpretation of the meaning of the word sometimes contains ethnographic (encyclo-
pedic) descriptions that allow revealing the specifics of northern life, traditions, local products and
dishes, the features of their cooking. For example, the adjective mexcOHeil refers to fish that is
salted in a special way in the Plesetskiy district; the following explanation is used to characterize
this salting: MEXOHbDIN, aa, oe — Special salting (about fish). The fish is undersalted and kept
warm or in the sun until its meat becomes loose, “ashy”, with a special smell. Rye fish pie with such
fish is the first course for a festive table in the Plesetskiy district. Ecb u mexOHa pbiba, KOTOpY
NOMEHbLLIO NOCONAT Aa Ha cONHLE NoA&pIKaT, AaK OH Kak nénen aénaetca. JIlOBAD MEXOHY pbIby.
[There is also fish, which is lightly salted and exposed to the sun, so it becomes like ashes. | love
such fish.]// Moan-ko, pbiba-To MexKOHa, a Tbl He xouellb, nonpobyin-ko [Come on, it's a mezhona-
ya fish, but you don't want it, try it] (Plesetskiy district). The adverb mdkom, which denotes a
common way of eating food among speakers of Arkhangelsk dialects, also has the necessary ex-
planation: MAKOM, adv. — The way of eating food (usually fish, dishes with gravy) with hands —
a piece of bread is dipped in gravy, and then a piece of fish is put on it and eaten. TpewwO4Ky-TO A
MAKOM TONbKO M eM, KapTOLLKY OTBapH Aa macaunua noaonbto [l eat cod only with hands, | boil po-

tatoes and add some oil] (Mezenskiy district).
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Often the specifics of the dish and the features of its cooking are explained by the inform-
ants and reflected in the contexts, the narrative of which in these cases is similar to the narrative
of culinary recipes, for example: OKpOWKY Aénaem: NyKy, AWLKO HaKpPOWWMM Aa KapTOLKuK
BapéHOW, cMeTaHbI, KBac — BOT v Bcé [This is how we cook okroshka: we chop onions, eggs, boiled
potatoes, add sour cream, kvass — that's all] (Verkhnetoyemskiy district).

Illustrative material showing how a dialect word functions in the language includes exam-
ples from dialect speech, which reflect vivid dialectal phenomena of Arkhangelsk dialects; the lin-

guistic material is given in orthographical note, but with elements of transcription.

Digital platform: electronic corpus of Arkhangelsk dialects

For processing, analyzing and presenting dialect materials to a wide audience, a digital plat-
form — an electronic corpus of Arkhangelsk dialects — has been developed. Additional compo-
nents are being developed to make working with the corpus more convenient and efficient.

The digital system currently consists of the following components (Fig. 4):

e the desktop application “Word Bank”, which automates the collection and processing of

dialect material and provides tools for dialect analysis (classification of dialect words by
type) [7];

e the mobile application ArkhDialect, designed to collect dialect materials, can be used in

the field;

e the desktop application “Scanner”, which allows converting scanned handwritten dialect

materials into electronic form (under development);

e aserver for data processing and storage, including:

e aweb interface to organize moderation of added content;

e adatabase in which dialect material is stored;

e adialect corpus in the form of a web service where materials from the database can
be viewed in a convenient form.

Y
Desktop server
application  l&—
"Word bank" Content
moderation Web resource
web interface "Electronic
Mobile thematic
application dictionary of
ArkhDialect g.rklha?g"elsk
ialects
Dialect
Desktop database
application  |e
"Scanner"
N

Fig. 4. Schematic diagram of the information system.
The schematic diagram of the information system is shown in Fig. 4. The dialect material is
uploaded to the server using one of the three developed applications. Before a word or text enters
the database and, consequently, the dialect corpus, it must be checked by an expert. Content

moderation is carried out manually using the web interface. The web resource “Electronic themat-
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ic dictionary of Arkhangelsk dialects” provides free access to the materials uploaded to the dialect
database [7].

The developed application “Word bank” was previously described in detail in [7].

The web interface allows finding the necessary words: either a specific word form, or
words with specified characteristics, for example, related to a certain thematic group, used in a
particular region or belonging to specific parts of speech (Fig. 5).

The found words can be sorted in direct or reverse alphabetical order, in direct or reverse

order by thematic groups.

CupTupnﬂKa: [TEMETWIECKBR rpynna r] [Teuamuecxaa rpynna AJ

(,Elercxan opexna 1] (Baﬁopm ’1]

Tematu4eckas rpynna

Buner. x

Pation (okpyr)

(rnaron "J [IJIMFI npunararenbHoe "J

Yactb pequ

CapadpaHbl

ATJIMIKHHA Asl, OE
B covemaHusix
Fig. 5 “Electronic thematic dictionary of Arkhangelsk dialects”.

The electronic dictionary entries are presented in the form of dictionary cards. The word,
its grammatical characteristics, and thematic group of the card are highlighted separately. The
main section of the card contains the meaning of the word and examples, divided by districts.

Myxckve ronoeHble yGopbl

BAIIJIBIK M.

3umMHUl MyxcKoll 20M108HOL yBop ¢ ONUHHBIMU YWamU, 3a893bI6aeMbIMU Ha3ad

Butép-To, TENNsie B GawwnbIké-To.

NeHck.
My»1KiA Ha rénoBbl 3MMOI ogeBanu GalunbIkA.
YCTbAH.
O6EI4HO ganekd NnoéayT, oaeBatoT BalunbIKA.
LWeHk.
Baluneik-oT HaBépx HaaeBanu Ha Wanky, Wobkl BETpoM He ayno.
MuHex.

Fig. 6. Dictionary card.

A dialect lexical atlas of the Arkhangelsk Oblast has been developed for visual clarity,
where one can see the areal of a word from the dictionary (corpus) or compare the areals of sev-
eral words.

Similar lexical atlases have been developed for other regions.

For example, in the linguo-geographical system “Dialect” [8], offered by the Izhevsk State

Technical University in cooperation with the Udmurt State University, words that relate to the se-
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lected topic are placed on a map of the region. As an example, the placement of words united by
the topic “wolf” on the map is presented (Fig. 7).

A similar system has been implemented by the Laboratory of Information Technologies for
Education at the Volgograd State Pedagogical University. The lexical atlas of the Volgograd Oblast
[9] is based on pre-designed question-maps. Each such map reflects, firstly, dialect words united
by a common theme (for example, “wild animals”); secondly, the areas in which these words are

found. The areas of use are also marked on the regional map with special symbols (Fig. 8).

JlbiHra UWH
]
CocHoBka
o
Axwyp-boaps M"'”JA(MHO Bonblwas Kusapa
Q o
Hyp
o
babk
Cenblyka o
£ Caetnoe BoTKmHCK
E ® G
@
o
(E22]
Xoxpsiku Wiogackoe
° (] INlereHpa kapTbl
BomkuR
WkeBCK o0 2o @50k
o 3 ] @-sonk
OKTABPLCKMI | Hogbiit @ 6u1ptOk
Muporoso Yankor @CEpbii
3aBbsN0BO lonbaHb! ° @BOnku
KameriHoe @ xwHuk
cEpbiin Bonk
2 ®
batuHo HeukuHo
° ° Mapkosckui —10km—
o

Fig. 7. Map of the distribution of words related to the theme “wolf” in the linguo-geographical system “Dialect”.

Cnosa: Permons::
6Goposa BHKOBC KM i
FopoAMKeHC KU v

Ay6osckni

AnvaTuHa
A
38epn EnaHckuit

3BephE XMPHOBC KU

HQOP P

XUUHAKY MnoBAMHC KWt
KaMbRIMHC K
KNKBUAIEHC KM
KoToBCKMiA
KyMsinxeHcKuii
NeHuHC KU

Hexaesckuit

HUKONaeBCKuit

Fig. 8. Question map “Wild animals” in the lexical atlas of the Volgograd Oblast.

The options presented above demonstrate thematic design. In the thematic dictionary of
Arkhangelsk dialects, voluminous thematic categories are highlighted, the words related to them
are difficult to display on the map due to their number. Therefore, a different approach was used
in developing the lexical atlas of the Arkhangelsk Oblast: a word or several words specified by the

user are directly placed on the map (Fig. 9).
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JIeRCUYeCKUM aTnac B R
ApXaHTeJIbCKOU . e “
obnact ‘ B 4

[naean cTpanmia { 3 "
Crosaps J
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re 1 ~
By ) e
r /
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[
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| IR
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OHexckui paioH

1 KATaHKN, MH. BaneHky - 00yBb B BUAE CaNOr, CKaTaHHaR U3 WePCTH

Fig. 9. Lexical atlas of the Arkhangelsk Oblast.
When putting the cursor over a particular district, the following information appears:
e the name of the district;
e alist of words requested by the user from those found in this district;

e their lexical meaning and grammatical characteristics.

For the convenience of working with the search, protection from incorrect input has been
implemented. Entering Latin or non-alphabetic characters is prohibited, uppercase characters are
automatically converted to lowercase. It is recommended to work with the atlas using a personal

computer, since the full map may be too small on the screen of a mobile device.

Conclusion

The first several volumes of the multi-volume thematic dictionary of dialects of the Ar-
khangelsk Oblast were published as part of a project implemented at the Northern (Arctic) Federal
University named after M.V. Lomonosov. On the basis of these materials, a dialect corpus was de-
veloped, which became the basis for an electronic dictionary that allows a wide range of readers
to get access to dialect materials. An interactive lexical atlas was also developed, which displays
the areas of use of different dialectisms and serves as a tool for analyzing the areas of distribution
of dialect words.

The dialect corpus, filled with thematic dialect materials, will become a valuable resource
for specialists engaged in the study of Russian folklore. Dialect materials, divided into thematic
groups, will help in organizing museum and ethnographic activities, in works on social history and
ethnography, in studies of folk costume and life. The research results can be used in educational
projects introducing the richness of northern culture to the audience; in local history projects; in
the preparation of cultural events dedicated to the language of the Russian North; in the teaching

of Russian literature in universities and schools.
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