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Abstract. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, local communities have been adapting to new political and
socioeconomic realities. These changes have prompted dramatic outmigration among rural populations, e
pecially in the Russian Arctic. Despite these chargggae communities remain viable, with some residents
exploring new economic opportunities. This study uses findings from qualitative interviews to understand
what factors shape community viability, interviewing residents and relevant regional stakeholdexs ¢ase

areas in the Arkhangelsk oblast: the Solovetsky Archipelago in the White Sea and islands in the delta of the
Northern Dvina River. The results indicate that community viability and the reluctance of community me
bers to leave their traditionalettlements are shaped by livelihoods, employment opportunities, and social
capital. Social capital is characterized by such empirically identified factors as shared perceptions of change
and a willingness to address changes, place attachment, and logekv&Ve conclude that further devglo

ment or enhancement of community viability and support for local livelihoods also depends on 1) hgitom
initiatives of engaged individuals and their access to economic support and -@pwap investments that
contribute to local value creation and employment opportunities.

Keywords:Arctic, Arkhangelsk oblast, community viability, livelihoods, social capital.
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others, tourism has been defined as a promising alternative for future economic developroenisii in
Norway has not remained unaffected by the global growth in international tourist arrivals. This growth is
2FGSY YySAGKSNI 3S23INI LIKAOFfEtE& y2N) 0SYLRNItfe Sldz f
power of generating yearound and vell-distributed income. Further, tourists are no longer purely driven

by hedonic and relaxation needs: they also want to challenge themselves and deeply immerse themselves
in foreign nature, culture, and other types of experiences. We argue that bettegriation of national
identity can draw the needs of tourists and hosting communities nearer to each other and, thus, become a
driver of tourism development. Based on a comprehensive literature, this conceptual paper explores the
core elements of the Norwegn identity, including political and cultural values, national characteristics,
interests, and lifestyles, and their integration by the tourism industry. We find that only some of tleese el
ments have been used by the industry and have often been comraddifir economic gain. We discuss a

few examples of how national identity can be translated into unique selling points that could genesate su
tainable development. This, however, requires strong governance, and coordinated and integrative dest
nation managenent that involves stakeholders from within tourism and beyond, particularly local aemm
nities.

Keywords:national identity, tourism development, marketing, tourist experience, authenticity, community
involvement, Norway
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North-West Institute of Management, Russian Academy of National Economy and Public Administration,
SaintPetersburg, Russia

Abstract. The Russian Arctic is at the epicentre of economic, environmental, and social changes. At the
same time, the peripheral character of the territory, its strong orientation on primary sector makes-the r
gion extremely volatiled suchlike shifts. The study concerns primary sector transformation in the Post
Soviet period when after 1991 significant changes in the economy were observed. The main aimasf the p
per is to identify the specifics, features and development prospectsefeabent primary sector transfo

mation in the Russian ArctiGhe statistical methods do not refledhe full picture of the transformation.
Firstly, Russia has switched to UN national accounts system only in 1994. Secondly, the Arctic statistics after
200 for regional level is unavailabl&€hat is whythe main method of the research is the expert survey
method. The results of the study demonstrate the dominant role of the primary sector and the stesng d
pendence of Russian Arctic regions on these ads:itihe study identifies the key factors and drivers of
the transformation, a specific position of the oil and gas sector and the role of natural resources toibe trad
tionally used in the primary sector. Despite the positive rolecdnomicdiversification in the longterm
economic development, the corresponding effect for the Arctic regions is not fully expressed. Thalmetho
ological novelty of the research is an unconventional research method of investigating primary secer tran
formation on the regionalevel in the PosBoviet Russian Arctic, i.e. the expert survey. The method can be
applied to other countries and industries.

Keywords:primary sector, the Postoviet transformation, the Russian Arctic, Arctic economy, polay-geo
raphy, qualitative approal.
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